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Issue 6104 - April 2023 
 

Next club meeting: April 22nd, 7 PM, Location - Thunderbird Field 

 
Presidents Corner: by James Meadows 

 
No report this month. 

 

Vice Presidents Corner: by Rob Lowe  

 

No report this month.

 

Secretaries Corner:  by Mike Schroeder 

 
March 27, 2023 Meeting at CERA 
 
Meeting started at 7:00 and James welcomed everyone and new member Gary Nelson to his first meeting of the year. 
 
Events Calendar 
 
SAE: April 14, 15, 16. Flying field will be closed these days. The field will be open leading ups to the 14th and there will be 
teams practice flying. Please give a big welcome and help to our visitors. You should not tell them how to fix their plane but 
make them aware of safety and our flying field rules.  
 
Warbirds over Benbrook: May 13th. CD will be Dave Williams who stepped up and volunteered to run this event.  
 
SPA: May 20. CD will be Ken Knotts and Chris Berardi. Come and show us your control of a plane and learn how to use your 
rudder. 
 
Officers Report 
 
Vice Presidents Report by Rob Lowe: Nothing to report at this time. 
 
Safety Report by Sam Corlett: Sam spoke that if we see something that is not safe that we need to mention it. There was a 
group flying and the wind shifted to the other direction and so everyone moved to the other end of the runway to fly. Nobody 
told the new person who was unaware of the wind shift and kept on flying from the wrong end. A near miss in the air scared 
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everyone. Everyone should have waited until the plane was down or make sure that everyone knew of the shift that was going 
on. Make sure you are talking to everyone on the flight line letting them know what you are doing and your intentions.  
 
Treasurers Report by Chris Berardi: Chris has a bunch of new name tags to be mailed out soon. We have airshow tee shirts 
still for sell at ten dollars each. There also Thunderbird hats for sale. Chris is going to order new shirts if anyone is interested, 
get with him for the details. Checking and savings accounts are in good standing 
 
Secretary Report by Mike Schroeder: Motion by Ken Knotts to not read the minutes. Seconded by Tab Bowland; Show of 
hands and the motion passed. Thanks guys 
 
Old Business 
 
Frequency Board: Rob Lowe will look into the frequency board and see if any changes need to be done. 
 
Dues: Chris talked about raising dues for 2024 and will get some numbers together for the next meeting. Cost wise everything 
has gone up, Field maintenance, electric, Porta can, etc. 
 
 
New Business 
 
CORP compliance inspection this month.  
  
Look into adding another bleacher stand for guest.  
  
Renewing Gold Leader Club, James is working on it. 
 
Next meeting at the flying field. Rex Anderson made a motion to have the next meeting at the field, Dave second the motion 
and a show of hands. Motion passed. April 24, at 7:00pm 
 
Ken Knotts talked about the plane retrieval yellow pole might be placed in the fire extinguishers box so it is available to 
everyone. It is currently in the shed and requires an officer there with a key. The officers will look into a new storage shed that 
can be used for the yellow poles storage and also a lost and find plane box.  
Dave Williams made a motion to buy a new storage shed with a budget of eight hundred dollars. Seconded by Clayton Neil. 
Show of hands the motion passes.  
 
Chris Berardi talked about CPR and AED training and is getting a schedule together for members to take the class. Also it 
was mention that when we have an event that all CD’s need to make sure the AED box is unlocked and familiar with the 
contents. Please lock back up after event is over. 
 
 
Meeting ends 7:50  
 

Members in attendance 
 

Mel Wells   
Gary Nelson   
Dave Williams   
Tab Bowland 
Ken Knotts   
Chris Berardi   
Woody Lake   
Zike  Bowden 

Tom Blakeney   
Robin Blakeney              
Mark Elhers   
Mike Schroeder 
Mark Johnson   
Kenneth Killgo   
Mitch Malicoate  
Rex Anderson 

Clayton Neal   
Fred Neal   
Sam Corlett   
Roger Spencer  
John Herder   
Nickolas Smith

  

 
From the Treasury: By Chris Berardi 
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Here is our latest membership count as of 02/21/2023. 

Membership Type Count 

Individual 117 

Family 9 

Associate 11 

Life 16 

Service & Gift 0 

TOTAL 153 
 

Chris 
 
 

Safety Officer submission: by Sam Corlett 
 
No report this month. 
 
 
 
SAE April 14th-16th 
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Flapjack 

In keeping with the theme of ‘unusual aircraft’ meet the ‘Flap Jack’. 

The Vought XF5U "Flying Flapjack" was an experimental U.S. Navy fighter aircraft designed by Charles H. 
Zimmerman for Vought during World War II. This unorthodox design consisted of a flat, somewhat disc-shaped body 
(hence its name) serving as the lifting surface.[1] Two piston engines buried in the body drove propellers located on the 
leading edge at the wingtips. 

 

 

Design and development 

A developed version of the original V-173 prototype, the XF5U-1 was a larger aircraft. Of all-metal construction, it was 
almost five times heavier, with two 1,400 hp (1,193 kW) Pratt & Whitney R-2000 radial engines. The configuration was 
designed to create a low aspect ratio aircraft with low takeoff and landing speeds but high top speed.[2] The aircraft was 
designed to keep the low stall speed and high angle of attack from the V-173 prototype while providing for better pilot 
visibility, cockpit comfort, less vibration, and provisions to install armament. This included a cockpit redesign moving the 
cockpit from the leading edge of the wing to a nose nacelle that extended further in front of the leading edge. The arrestor 
hook was changed to a dorsal hook that would diminish the drag from the apparatus.[3] 

Normally, a wing with such a low aspect ratio will suffer from very poor performance due to the degree of induced 
drag created at the wingtips, as the higher pressure air below spills around the wingtip to the lower-pressure region above. 
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In a conventional aircraft, these wingtip vortices carry a lot of energy with them and hence create drag. The usual approach 
to reducing these vortices is to build a wing with a high aspect ratio, i.e. one that is long and narrow. However, such wings 
compromise the maneuverability and roll rate of the aircraft, or present a structural challenge in building them stiff enough. 
The XF5U attempted to overcome the tip vortex problem using the propellers to actively cancel the drag-causing tip 
vortices.[4] The propellers are arranged to rotate in the opposite direction to the tip vortices, with the aim of retaining the 
higher-pressure air below the wing. With this source of drag eliminated, the aircraft would fly with a much smaller wing 
area, and the small wing would yield high maneuverability with greater structural strength. 

The propellers envisioned for the completed fighter — unlike the torque-reducing counter-rotating propellers of the V-173 
design — were to have a built-in cyclic movement like a helicopter's main rotor, with a very limited ability to shift their 
center of lift up and down to aid the aircraft in maneuvering. Initially, the aircraft used propellers originally designed for 
the V-173 prototype. These propellers would be replaced with propellers taken from the Vought F4U-4 Corsair. An ejection 
seat was fitted to allow the pilot to clear the massive propellers in the event of an in-flight emergency. Although the 
prototype was unarmed, a combination of six M2 Browning 50-caliber machine guns or four M3 20 mm cannons would be 
mounted in the wing roots in service.[2] 

Testing and evaluation 

The XF5U design was promising: specifications given at the time promised great maneuverability and speeds up to 452 mph 
(727 km/h). However, it came at the time when the United States Navy was switching from propeller driven to jet propelled 
aircraft. By 1946, the XF5U-1 project was already long over its expected development time, and well over budget. With jet 
aircraft coming into service, the Navy finally canceled the project on 17 March 1947, and the prototype aircraft (V-173) was 
transferred to the Smithsonian Museum for display. Although two aircraft were constructed, a lone XF5U-1 underwent 
ground runs but never overcame vibration problems. Taxi trials at Vought's Connecticut factory culminated in short 
"hops" that were not true flights. The only completed XF5U-1 proved to be so structurally solid that it had to be destroyed 
with a wrecking ball.[9] 

Doolittle Raiders April 18th 1942 

Toast: “To the Doolittle Raiders who gave their all in success of their mission, and to those that have joined them since.” 
God speed. 
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Attention all warbird pilots 

Our annual Warbird Fly-In will be held on the 13th of May 2023. Safety Briefing 0900 hrs. All aircraft 
welcome, ‘Fixed or Rotary Wing’. 

 

  

  

2023 CALENDAR 
 

DATE   EVENT     POINT OF CONTACT 
 
May 13   Warbirds Over Lake Benbrook  Dave Williams    
               
May 20   SPA Contest     Ken Knots/Chris Berardi 
 
July 4th   Club Picnic     Club Officers 
 
August 5  Float Fly     Mel Wells/Woody Lake 
 
September  Jet Fly-In 
 
November 4  Electric Fly-In     Tom Blakeney 
 
December   Christmas Toy Drive 
 
December  Christmas Party 
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www.fwthunderbirds.org 
 

 
POSITION BOARD MEMBER EMAIL 

President   James Meadows president@fwthunderbirds.org 

Vice President Rob Lowe vicepresident@fwthunderbirds.org 

Secretary Mike Schroeder secretary@fwthunderbirds.org 

Treasurer Chris Berardi treasurer@fwthunderbirds.org 

Safety Officer Sam Corlett safetyofficer@fwthunderbirds.org 

 

                
   
Pres: James Meadows    VP: Rob Lowe             Sec: Mike Schroeder   Safety: Sam Corlett   Treas: Chris Berardi 
 
 

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTIZERS 

 

          
JT’s Hobby Shop  817 244-6171 

8808 Camp Bowie Blvd. Fort Worth TX 76116 
jtshobby@yahoo.com 

 
 



 
 

Page 8 | 
 

Flying Field Rules 
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SAE 
 

 
Advanced Class 
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